Callusmassage. A new treatment modality for non-unions of the irradiated mandible.
Recent reports on orthopaedic surgery focus on mechanical stimulation of the regenerate during distraction therapy of non-unions in long-bone-surgery. In the field of maxillofacial surgery, callus stimulating techniques are rarely reported. The case of a 65-year-old man with a radiogenic mandibular non-union after ablative tumour therapy and pre-operative radiation therapy presented with a non-union. Vertical distraction in combination with subsequent repeated, stepwise compression and distraction (=massage) had a positive effect on the consolidation of the regenerate.